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940.54   A Family Torn Apart  
Neu   by Justina D. Neufeld 
 

	��his is the story of my life, beginning 
with my childhood in Stalinist Russia. 

It tells of the loss of my father after the  
outbreak of war with Germany, of our flight 
ahead of the retreating German army as we 
tried to escape the horror of living under  
communism again.  It tells of my unexpected 
separation from my mother and my arrest for 
repatriation to Siberia after the war. It tells of 
the Mennonite Central Committee worker who 
rescued me and brought me to shelter and 
safety (p. 17)." So begins Justina’s story. 
 
The full story of the Mennonite experience in 
the Soviet Union has not been told, but  
memoirs like this help fill in this history. The 
Neufeld story also transcends their tragedy and 
shows the wonderful human capacity to  
survive, rebuild, and contribute to life, with 
God’s help 

Laurel Hertzler 
Donated by Arlene Leatherman 

 
Tat Every Secret Thing  
 by Ann Tatlock 
  


�ell-written and believable, this book 
invites the reader into Seaton  

Preparatory school’s world of intrigue,  
mystery, and entwined relationships. Elizabeth 
Gunnar, a new English teacher and a former 
student at Seaton Prep, impacts the lives of 
those attending the school, both present and 
past. A tribute to good teachers, this book will 
keep you reading.                          Laurel Hertzler 

Donated by Naomi Kauffman 

266 A Thousand and One Egyptian 
 Nights: an American Christian�s Life 
 among Muslims 
Dra by Jennifer Drago 
 

��fter the violent response of the American 
government to the attacks of  September 11, 

2001, the author and her young family make a 
choice to live in an Islamic society, �fighting 
�terror� with tea and friendships . . . navigat(ing ) 
a confusing maze of cultures, classes, and  
religions with amazing grace and pluck. A  
must-read for those who may never attempt  
living abroad but want to vicariously �taste and 
see�� (from the book cover). 
 
The author is very perceptive about both the 
faiths of  Islam and the Coptic Christian Church 
and their restless coexistence. If you are  
interested in why democracy does not easily 
take hold in some countries, page 116 alone is 
worth the read. The author gives a simplified but 
cogent analysis, but it is important to read the 
book in order to get the context.  
 
If you have any interest in Muslim/Christian  
interactions and relations beyond the ongoing 
media superficiality, this book helps to balance 
the rhetoric. The author writes in the style of a  
narrative/diary relating her understandings to 
her personal experiences. It is this personal re-
flection and the challenging of her own  
ssumptions as a North American that make this 
author�s contribution persuasive and credible. 

Sue Sawatsky 
Donated by Arlene Leatherman 
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248.4 If You Want To Walk On Water, You’ve 
 Got To Get Out of the Boat  
Ort by John Ortberg 
 

��re you willing to answer Jesus’ invitation to step 
out of the boat (safety) onto the churning sea 

(unknown territory)? God has always asked  
believers to walk with him (Abraham and son Isaac 
on the road to Moriah, Moses and the Israelites as 
they crossed the Red Sea, Paul’s Damascus walk, 
and Peter’s walk on the water). Here is what God 
assures those who entertain the invitation to walk on 
water : 
• We will be afraid (God tends to ask people to do 

things that are scary to them). 
• God promises to walk with us. 
• We will need to discern how to answer the  
       invitation. 
• Lives will be changed whatever choice is made. 
"I want to invite you to go for a walk," the author 
writes, "on the water (p. 10)." This book promises to 
teach those willing to get out of the boat the skills to 
discern God’s calling, transcend fear, and trust God." 
An interesting invitation.      Reviewed by Laurel Hertzler 

Donated by CSLA 
922 Miracle of Miracles 
Nev by Mina Nevisa 
 

��his biography welcomes you to experience the: 
• Hospitality of an elite Iranian home 

• Turmoil of the teen-aged daughter, Mina, who is 
searching for meaning in Islam 

• Ostracism of her family when she chooses to  
      accept Jesus 
• Heart-rending escape from home to avoid arrest 
• Divine protection of Mira and her husband in 

Europe and currently in the USA. 
This is more than Mina�s story. It is an account of a 
compassionate, powerful God who intervenes  
miraculously on behalf of Mina and her husband.  
Both trusted God completely. Among the many 
miracles this couple experienced, which is the  
miracle?  I�ll let you decide?                Clara Landis 
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�e�re speeding into summer on the PMC 
�Reading� Railroad. Come aboard! Ride 

the rails with us! Our special train carries  
passengers and the best freight from fiction and 
fantasy to biography, nature, Bible stories, and 
DVDs. 
 
Your ticket to riding the PMC �Reading�  
Railroad is library use. Each time you use the 
library receive a ticket to place in the engineer�s 
hat and become eligible for the drawing at the 
end of the summer. The winner will enjoy a free 
meal at the Caboose in Souderton. 
 
Each library item borrowed adds a car to the 
PMC reading train. Watch it travel �round the 
library and maybe even �jump the tracks� into 
the fellowship hall. We-think-we can! We-think-
we-can! We-think-we-can! 
 
Along the way there will be reading incentives to 
keep you on track, but you will never know 
when they will appear. So visit the library every 
Sunday and in between.   
 
Our final stop on PMC�s �Reading� Railroad 
will be Roadside America, Shartlesville,  
Pennsylvania with its fabulous miniature village 
and railroad. 
 
We will begin our journey June 1, 2008.   
All Aboard!   
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979.5  Upstairs the Peasants are Revolting (More                                                      
           family life in a farmhouse) 
Smu   by Dorcas Smucker 
  

��nippets of family life (funny, charming, and 
touching) are shared with us, as told by newspa-

per columnist, Dorcas Smucker (of Eugene, Oregon).  
Here is a sampling I as a mother of sons related to: 
Ben is at the age when a boy seems to be all noise 
and awkward angles and disaster.  He rattles the 
kitchen lights below him when he jumps out of bed 
or shoots baskets in his room, he drapes over chairs 
like a discarded bathrobe, and he seems to have  
forgotten how to actually sit upright. "But that’s the 
whole point," he sighs when I tell him to stop doing 
things that make his sister scream. But today, all my 
frustrations with him are forgiven and almost  
forgotten. Today, I am oozing with hugs and  
nostalgic affection. Today is Ben’s birthday, and he’s 
12 years old (p. 17). Read on � her stories will te ach 
and delight you! 

Laurel Hertzler 
Mei Widows and Orphans  
 Days and Hours  
 by Susan Meissner 
 

��wo compelling mysteries featuring attorney, 
wife, and mother Rachael Flynn. In the first 

book Rachael unravels the facts of a murder case 
against her brother. In the second, a baby is aban-
doned and Rachael believes the mother is innocent 
although the evidence seems stacked against her. 

Naomi Kauffman 

371.8 Three Cups of Tea 
Mor by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver 
 Relin 
 

��ollowing a failed climbing attempt in the  
Karakoram Mountains of Pakistan the au-

thor, moved by the kindness of the village people, 
promised to return and build a school. �Over the 
next decade Mortenson built not just one, but 
fifty-five schools - especially for girls - in the 
Taliban�s backyard.� 

This story of the author�s mission to promote 
peace �one school at a time� is one of adventure, 
danger, and determination. A New York Times 
bestseller.   

Naomi Kauffman 
Donated by Rose Moyer 

 
 
 
 
 
E Four Feet, Two Sandals 
Wil by Karen Lynn Williams 
 

��en-year-old Lina scrambles to grab what she 
can from the clothes the relief workers have 

brought to the refugee camp. She is pleased to 
find a sandal that fits her perfectly. Soon Lina 
meets Feroza, the girl with the matching shoe.  
The problem of having four feet and two sandals 
is resolved when the girls decide to share. When 
Lina leaves camp for America the sandals become 
a symbol of friendship. 

The story �portrays the strength, courage, and 
hope of refugees around the world.� It was  
inspired by a refugee child who wondered why 
there were no books about children like her.   

Naomi Kauffman 
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920 Flowers in the Crags 
Wal by Ralph C. Walls 
 

��s Ralph Walls was driving his terminally ill wife 
Jeanie to the hospital in Danville, he heard her 

exclaiming excitedly as she noticed the sun shining 
on a few wild flowers between the cracks of the 
bleak rock ledges along the highway,  �Look! Look 
at the flowers in the crags.� At that point Ralph 
promised he would write a book about her and he 
would use that expression for the title. It was a  
promise he kept.  
 
Though the book is a story about Jeanie�s brave  
battle with cancer, it is more than that. The writer 
skillfully and poignantly portrays the personal  
journeys of four friends whose lives were deeply  
entwined. One was Gideon Miller, a Lancaster 
Amish lad, who fulfilled his dream of one day flying 
an airplane by becoming a top-ranked TWA pilot.  
Though Gideon never joined the Amish church his 
life exhibited his people�s values. In contrast, his 
friend was a self-centered conniving opportunist who 
would stop at nothing to make it to the top. 
 
After Captain Miller�s death in the TWA Flight 800 
crash the dramatic story takes a surprising twist.  
Read this fast-moving and gripping story and learn 
how brokenness was restored. Observe the author as 
he embraced a new life style which made his  
gracious Christian service a blessing to many. 
 
Persons from Southeastern Pennsylvania or those 
who attended Eastern Mennonite College in Virginia 
may be surprised to discover the identities of a  
number of persons with whom they are acquainted. 

Donated and reviewed  by Duane Kauffman 
 

Pet Summer of the Midnight Sun 
 Under the Northern Lights 
 Whispers of Winter  
 by Tracie Peterson 
 

��hese connected tales set in the rugged Alaskan 
territory involve struggles for survival, an  

ice-bound ship, a case of mistaken identity, tracking 
of a criminal, strong friendships, love and loss. Best 
read in sequence. 

Naomi Kauffman 
Donated by Arlene Leatherman 

Kin Just Beyond the Clouds  
 by Karen Kingsbury 
 

��lle Dalton is teacher, mentor, and friend to 
eighteen Down Syndrome young adults  

including her sister Daisy.  She works passionately to 
help them attain the life skills necessary for living 
independently. 
 
When Carl Joseph, Daisy�s best friend at the center, 
is diagnosed with epilepsy his family decides to keep 
him home where he is �safe, loved, and cared for.�  
This causes Daisy and C.J. great sadness and a  
regression in skills learned. 
 
The insights the students at the Independent Learning 
Center share, and the love, acceptance and  
encouragement they give to each other capture the 
reader�s heart. There is a romantic interest between 
Elle and C.J.�s older brother but this book is more 
than just another romance novel. 

Naomi Kauffman 
Donated by Arlene Leatherman 

 
 
289.7 Amish Grace:  How Forgiveness  
 Transcended Tragedy  
Kra by Donald B. Kraybill, Steven M. Nolt, 
 David L. Weaver Zercher 
 


�ho of us doesn’t remember our heartfelt  
reaction to the tragic school killing at the 

Amish school at Nickel Mines, in the heart of  
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania? The world watched 
with horror and sadness, feeling a loss of innocence, 
yet expressing amazement at the Amish community’s 
forgiving response. The biggest story focused on the 
Amish’s graceful response to the evil they  
encountered. "How can they live like that?" the 
world wondered. 
 
This book explores the many questions the story 
raises about the religious beliefs that led the Amish 
to forgive so quickly. In a world where religion 
spawns so much violence and vengeance, the  
surprising act of Amish forgiveness begs for deeper 
consideration (book jacket). 

Laurel Hertzler 
Donated by Becky Felton 
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J Terrible Things: An Allegory of the  
 Holocaust  
Bun by Eve Bunting 
 

��n this allegory the animals of the forest were  
carried away, one type after the other, by the 

�Terrible Things.�  The animals did not seem to  
realize that sticking together and not looking the 
other way may have saved them from their fate. In 
the preface the author states, �Standing up for wha t 
you believe is not always easy; especially if the one 
you face is bigger and stronger than you are.�   
A helpful bridge to a discussion of injustice in  
general and the holocaust in particular, with  
elementary-age children. There is a short summation 
of the Holocaust included. Illustrator Stephen  
Gammell�s �Terrible Things� are shadowy, shapeless 
beings - not too scary. 

Donated and reviewed by Naomi Kauffman 
 
J The Blessing of the Beasts 
Poc by Ethel Pochochi 
 

��artin the skunk and Francesca the cockroach 
decide to attend the blessing of the animals at 

a big city church. Upon their arrival they hide,  
assuming they are not considered among the 
�respectables, the cute, and cuddlies,� How they 
come to receive the best seat in the house and the 
blessing of the friar is a story to make readers smile � 
A reminder that all animals have their �rightful 
place.�                                                    

Naomi Kauffman 
Donated by Sue Sawatsky 

 

246 Proclamation by Design  
Kra by Karmen Krahn and Leslie James 
 

��he authors explain why and how visual art is an 
indispensable part of telling the biblical story 

of God.  �From visits with worship planners in the 
United States and Canada they bring pictures and 
stories of good visual art work in worship.� 

Naomi Kauffman 
Donated by the Worship Committee  

 
252.53   Even More Little Stories for Little  
   Children  
Rho   by Donna McKee Rhodes 
 

��his collection of Bible-based stories, useful in a 
variety of settings offers inspiration and ideas 

to those who minister to children.        Naomi Kauffman 
Donated by Sue Sawatsky 

 
264.09    Take Our Moments and Our Days: An  
     Anabaptist Prayer Book  
Boe       by Arthur Paul Boers and Others 
 

 �� four-week cycle of morning and evening 
prayer services for Ordinary Time. The  

services are designed for use by families or small 
groups and are also suitable for individuals. Virtually 
all the prayers are taken directly from the Bible, and 
traditional Anabaptist themes are strikingly  
prominent.�   

This book is receiving wide acclaim from Christians 
of other denominations around the world. 

Naomi Kauffman 
DVD Journey of the Heart:  
922 The Life of Henri Nouwen  
Nou 
 

�� thought-provoking look at the life of Nouwen - 
Catholic priest, university professor, author, and 

social activist.  Later in life �he embarked on a r adi-
cal pilgrimage of downward mobility that led him to 
L�Arche, a community of people with developmental 
disabilities.�                                          Naomi Kauffman 

Donated by Barbara Shisler 
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